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THE BRETHREN'S 


JfiCE. 


JONATHAN FALIURB, 


uyj.h. woan. 

Jonathan Failure was a nervous genius, and 
withal slightly addicted to self* exaltation. He 
joined church like thou Hands of hi* predeces- 
sors, without any particular love for God, or 
any marked interest in the promise* of the 
Gospel. He simply thought, as do many, 
that it was his duty to '^join church." and now 
was as good a time as any, and by joining 
church be would escape the clutches of the 
adversary. 

Being set in him wavs and fully established, 
he concluded that he had a great work to do 
to encourdgc plainness. So the very next 
Sunday after joining church, he observed 
closely that several sinters and oue or two 
brethren were not in the order, and so during 
prayer he was so engrossed with thoughts 
and plans of how to remedy the trouble, that 
be did not hear the nival amen, and remained 
upon his knee* sometime after the others sat 
up, and not until Klder Knowsy began lining 
a hymn, did he discover hi* mistake. Some 
of the old sisters remarked, "Ste how devout 
brother Failure is ; no doubt but he will be a 
shining light in the chinch." 

"Yes, and how plain," remarked the other 
sister. , 

When the linal hymn wan sung and the 
elder hud taken his text from Horn. 12 : 2, 
first clause, he deliberately proceeded to ex- 
hort the members to get down into the valley 
of humiliation, and hate the fashions of the 
world ; to stick to the order very closely, and 
not mind high things but condescend to men 
of low estate. 

Thus initiated he soon grew interested, and 
for the next twenty- live .years he was a zeal- 
ous advocate of the peculiarities of the church. 
During all that time he had no particular 
trouble to keep his light ehining, except once 
when his dying neighbor asked him as an old 
veteran of the (Jims to pray for him, he had 
to confess that he could not pray "out loud" ; 
and on another occasion when asked to hold 
family worship, had to decline for want of ex- 
perience. Still the years rolled on and broth- 
er Failure had his usual batch of charges to 
bring in quarterly against the brethren and 
sisters, for pride and disobedience. From 
force of habit he could see a feather in a sis- 
ter's hat farther than he could a sick neighbor, 
and would observe the absence of the cap 
quicker than the absence of fire on a wintry 
morning. Often while sorting out the finest 
eats of corn to adorn the top of the load that 
was to go to market, or fixing up the wind- 
broken horse that was to be put up at auction 
that day, he would groan from inward pain on 
account of the pride that was creeping into the 
chord), and when he thought of the carpet in 
the aisles of the church he actually shed tears. 
*'Poor me," he thought ; "Oh, tor a church 
without any pride 10 destroy my peace of 
mind ! Here I have been laboring for nearly 
thirty years to keep the church pure, but 
pride will creep in and destroy my rest ; what 
shall I do r* 

"Hello!" came from brother Fast just then, 
who had ridden up. 

"Glad to sec you, brother Jonathan ; how 
are you to-day r ' 

"Not very well, I thank you ; my rheuma- 
tism is worse, and my back is so lame I can 
hardly walk," said brother Jonathan, rather 
soberly, as brother Fast was one of the trou- 
bles in the church, and was bent on having a 
Sunday School, and actually proposed a hymn 
the Sunday before that was in the Methodist 
hymn book. 

"I only called, to-day, brother Failure," said 
brother Fast, "to see whether brother Illest 
could preach in the large church next Sunday 
evening." 

"What, that Illest that writes such terrible 
things against the decisions of annual meet- 
ing r That fellow that advocates Sunday 
schools and women's bats and sicb ? I guess 
not." 

"Why, brother Jonathan, he cannot do any 
barm, £ am Bure — " 

"But he shan't get in if I have to put dou- 
ble locks on and nail the shutters shut. Hark 
that. No get in, sir." 

"Very well, we can get the United Breth- 
ren church, or the Methodist church just 
across the road, and need not bother you ; 
good day, sir.'' 

In two weeks brother Illest was there, and 
the house crowded, and out of sheer curiosity 
old brother Failure went up and took a seat 
against the back wall. He wanted to see 
what a progressive preacher looked like any- 
how. 

At the proper time the meeting opened with 
singing and prayer, and the minister took his 
text from 1 Peter 6:8: "Be sober, be vigilant; 
because worn adversary, the devil, as a roaring 
Hon, waUetk about seeking whom he may de- 


After speaking of the canning, crafty na- 
ture of the devil, and alluding to the fact that 


his mission was that of destruction and moral 
ruin, by taking advantage of the weaknesses 
of man, he said : "He is not particular how 
he accomplishes that destruction. He prom- 
ises wealth to the avaricious, if they will but 
work hard enough for it, and after a lite spent 
in severe labor mixed with just enough dis- 
honesty and craftiness to violate several Gos- 
pel commands, and to hinder them from ful- 
filling several other Gospel injunctions, such 
aa'boaryeene another's burdens,' 4 in love 
serving one another,' and 'give to him that 
asketh,' &c. — just enough to insure their con- 
demnation, then as a legacy he retires them 
with a lam,' back and every joint filled with 
rheumatic pains. In this condition he knows 
they will not enjoy their hard earned money, 
and their crabbed nature ; the ont growth of 
physical pain, will make many others miser 
able. (Here brother Failure groaned.) He 
tempts the busybody to watch the divas and 
headgear of others so intently that he over- 
looks his own shortcomings, and while finding 
fault with ribbons and feathers the devil en- 
ters him and scrapes every good impulse from 
his nature, and leaves him without grace in 
his heart, and wholly Cliristless in his char- 
acter ; he allows a new tune, the doxology 
and benediction, or the one praying and clos- 
ing by repeating the Lord's prayer, or a paper 
collar on the preacher to attract the faultfind- 
er's attention so thoroughly that he scarcely 
hears and much less heeds, the good things 
the preacher says — all that he may not grow 
in grace. (Another groan. ) He tempts those 
ao inclined to spend the major part of their 
liveB in setting their brethren right, when they 
themselves sadly need the rudimeutsof Chris- 
tian culture, and should be pruning their own 
lives. If possible he will get the church to 
omit important ordinances, and if that fails 
will tempt them to introduce mandates of their 
own, of such a character as to annul the ben- 
efits derivable from obeying those they will 
not omit. He will destroy the virtue of feet- 
washing, by making its observance a dead 
formality, and by swallowing up its real de- 
sign in the technicality of the mode of perform- 
ing it. He will destroy the virtue of the 
Lord's Supper by diverting the attention of 
the church from its symbolic character to the 
kind of food that shall compose it, and the 
necessity of having some kind of sop on the 
table. He will banish God's pardoning pow- 
er from baptism, and make the adnwmtrafar 
the main factor in its divine acceptance. He 
will blind and prejudice the church until the 
truth itself will not be believed if preached 
from a pulpit, or by a minister that is not in 
full fellowship with itself, eyen though he 
holds the same conception of faith, and 
preaches and practices the ordinances precise- 
ly as they do ; he will even lead them to look 
and bolt and nail shut the sanctuary of God 
against the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, 
it the preacher will not conform to certain 
worldly usages. He will do anything and 
everything to lead men astray — to induce 
them to disobey God, or obey him with a de- 
gree of formality that will do them no gwd 
whatever. He opens a thousand avenues that 
are agreeable to the senses, but that lead to 
hell, and entices men and women downward. 
It makes not difference to him whether men 
eat, drink, work, sleep, hate, neglect, disobey, 
lie, swear, envy, cheat, or disbelieve their way 
to eternal death. He is willing that men shall 
join church, partake of the communion, be 
baptized, salute their brethren, and all that, 
if he can in addition induce them through fan- 
aticism or jealousy to enact such rules as will 
engender idolatry, hatred, variance, emulation, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, euvyings, 
and such like, knowing full well that 'they 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God,' notwith- 
standing their formality in observing 'all the 
commands' are complete. Yes, brethren, 'Be 
sober, be vigilant.' How sad that condition 
must be wherein a life- long service in the 
church has developed no true vital piety — has 
not lifted the spiritual nature above the rudi- 
ments of this world, and even has not done 
enough by way of practical culture to enable' 
an old servant (?) to pray when called upon 
by an afflicted friend. What a stranger such 
a christian must still . be to his Christ, and 
what slight advantages has his routine obedi- 
ence wrought in his soul. What & failure'* 

What we want are results, and obedience 
without results is a failure. The fruits of 
the spirit must be visible as the great and 
final test of Christian development. They are 
enumerated by Paul as, 'love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Bleak- 
ness, temperance;' and if hatred, sorro w, strife, 
impatience, coarseness, &c, are the outgrowth 
of church allegiance, and any or all of these 
reverse traits of conduct are dominant, then 
just to that extent the church and people man- 
ifesting them are dispossessed of the spirit of 
Christ, and are consequently 'none of bis,' re- 
gardless of the fact that they preach obedi- 
ence to 'all commands.' We believe in a com- 
plete surrender to all the requirements of the 


Gospel — no more aud no less— and are willing 
to fellowship all who hold the same views ; 
but we believe farther that all the Gospel re- 
quirements are as so many Instruments of ed- 
ucation to develop within the character a na- 
ture and life similar to that manifested by 
Jesus Christ. We also believe that fault-find- 
ing and meddling with other men's mailers is 
of the devil, and that thousands are annually 
devoured thereby." 

After the meeting closed old- brother Fail- 
ure was interrogated as to what he thought of 
the sermon and preacher : 

"Just as I expected, 1 ' said he, "nothing but 
personalities from beginning to end. Did you 
notice his cuffs and neck-tie?" 


RECONCILATION, 

Amid the trials and disappointment)) of life, 
civil and political, there is no word more im- 
pressive or more deeply interesting than " rec- 
coniliation." 

How many dark and disgraceful feuds 
might have been averted by a timely reconcil- 
iation. Wars, long, bloody, and expensive, 
might have been obviated had the God-advis- 
ed principle of reconciliation stepped between 
the belligerent parties. 

It is in religious matters that it is most val- 
uable. It is an indiBpensible item in the plan 
of salvation, " God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconcilation, Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ as though God 
did beseech you by us. We pray you in 
Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God. — 2 Cor. 
5 : 19, 2o. We think this rendering is not 
the best, especially the latter clause and pre- 
fer the revised edition : '* We beseech you on 
behalf of Christ be ye reconciled to God- 
Sin is the barrier between God and man, and 
its wages is death. But God " the high and 
lofty one that inhabiteth eternity " makes the 
first overtures for restoring peace. " We love 
God because he first loved us." — 1 Jno. 4 : 19. 
" God comraendcth his love toward us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us." 
Horn., 5 : 8. "God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotton son that whosoever 
belie veth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." — John 3 : 16. This is evi- 
dence sufficient to convince the most skeptic- 
al that God loved sinners. How different 
this presentation from what we usually see 
among men. Not often do we see the offend- 
ed party first seeking reconcilation. But 
God in Christ first offers terms and says to 
disobedient mortals, ground the we* pons of 
your warfare, lay aside your enmity against 
God, and come be at peace. But we must 
not mistake the terms, "No man cometh to 
God but must believe that he is and that he 
is a rewarder of all who diligently seek him." 
In order to reconciliation we must "believe in 
Jesus Christ," that is in what he taught, 
"The Gospel of the Kingdom."— Matt. 4 : 23, 
Mark 1 : 14, Luke 4 : 43 — "Be ye reconciled 
to God," implies that He is willing and wait- 
ing to confer pardon but man defers accept- 
ing it. It also teaches that man can comply, 
and that our Heavenly Father is willing to 
give strength to comply. Reconciliation 
among neighbors is sometimes put off until 
a dying hour but reconciliation to God is too 
important to be deferred to the uncertainties 
of such an hour. Our object should not be 
merely to die at peace but to live at peace, 
especially with our God. Be our years many 
or few, our solemn duty and blessed privilege 
is, to accept reconcilition ou the terms which 
God has so mercifully offered with a living faith, 
faith which works by love and purifies the 
heart for a "faith without works is dead," 
James 2 : 20, Acts 15 : 9, Gal 5:6. If these 
were the indwelling principles among profess- 
ors of to-day what a different spectacle the 
world would present. Had this dwelt in our 
own dear brotherhood no seism would ever 
have rent us and alienated us from each other. 
But human wisdom has been relied on instead 
of that which is from above. Leaders have 
forgotten that all is of or by the aid of divine 
grace, "foe it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure. Phil 
2:13. Whatapreciousthoiifrhtthat, "God works 
in us," not to lead us in the ways of carnal 
pleasures or selfish aspirations but to do "his 
good pleasure." Such is reconciliation to God 
and begets a holy calmness in the soul ena- 
bling its possessor to live triumphantly above 
every opposition. Dear reader "be ye recon- 
ciled unto God," for a thousand trials beset 
your path, and threaten to snap the brittle 
thread of life. Be warned and follow the exam- ; 
pie of the Psalmist, "I thought on my ways 
and turned my feet unto thy testimonies. I 
made haste aud delayed not to keep thy com- 
mandments." A. J. IIixsok. 

Montana Oily, Kane. 

Though flattery blossoms like friendship, 
yet there is a great difference in the fruit. — 
Socrates. 


To Brother HoUinf «r, 

My Dear Brother in Christ : Oh, that I 
could write something to comfort you and 
yours in the many trials you have. I would 
gladly do so, for I do feel for you and deeply 
sympathize with you My husband and self 
have passed through the furnace of misappre- 
hension, infliction of committee work, and all 
his labors for the church for over twenty -five 
years were counted as naught, when those 
younger wished his place, which made him 
so unhappy that be moved away from them 
all. And now he has gone to his rest, where 
be will be with the righteous judge of all the 
earth, and I sorrow not as those who have no 
hope ; but thank God for his mercy shown to 
me. Ism nearly seventy -three years old. So 
dear brother, bear up ; you have had to en- 
dure a great deal, and have done much good ; 
and we all wish you. to live long and goon in 
the good work, and when done with earth's 
trials, may a crown with many stars await yon 
in the mansions of bliss. 

I read the ErANGELiSTOvermany times,and 
wish 1 were able to send you many ten- dollar 
pledges for I doq't want to see it retrograde j 
but as I am not, [ can only pray that those 
who are able will not suffer you to be the 
loser. We all need the good advice, the com- 
forting words of the Evangelist, and it is 
none too large as it is. I feel that I have not 
long to live any more, but I don't want to see 
our good paper diminished in size. * 

I hope I can say with Paul : "I have 
fought the good fight. I have kept the faith, 
and henceforth there is a crown laid up for 
me," where I hope to meet my dear bret bran 
and Bisters ; brother I lolsingcr and family, 
where we shall know as we are known. 

J AN K R. RlNEHAHT. 
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THE BAUKBITER AND SLANDERER. 
We have no sympathy with that vile class 
of men whose naturally pony minds can never 
allow an idea to soar above and beyond the 
affairs of their neighbors, and whose chief 
pleasure is in exposing the follies and detect- 
ing the faults of others. Heaven knows we 
all have too many peculiarities and idiosyn- 
crasies, which perchance, if examined into 
carefully, do not count to our credit, but 
rather the reverse. What right has any man 
to judge the intentions and weigh the 
thoughts and acts of another? "Am I niy 
brother's keeper?" may In this instant be 
appropriately asked, because it is impossible 
to tell the motives, without being acquainted 
with all the particulars, that at times drive 
men to drink and women to hell. The divine 
command that stands forth in all its glorious 
majesty, — "Judge riot that ye be not judged," 
— should be the rule and guide of all men's 
actions. The man that traduces his neigh- 
bora, that sneers at another's faith (whatever 
the creed may be), that ridicules the actions 
of the good ; that scoffs at honor in man ; 
that decries the purity of woman, is a foul 
outcast, a Pariah that should be driven forth 
like the leper of old, for his breath is feated, 
his touch is pollution, his word Is a crying in- 
sult against the greatness and goodness of an 
Omnipotent, Omnipresent Father, Such men 
are too contemptible, — the backbiters of so- 
ciety, the slanderers of humanity, the scof- 
fers at religion. 

The true man is morally bound to hide 
from view to cover with the cloak of charity 
the misfortunes, perchance the errors of 
others. Who can tell but that if placed in 
similar circumstances, tempted by similar in- 
fluences, be or she might have hesitated, 
might have tasted the cup of pleasure and 
have fallen. God alone can tell all these 
things, and he alone has the right to judge. 
The man that assumes to himself the attri- 
butes of the Deity, is either a shallow-brained 
egotist or a blasphemous cnr. God alone is 
able to, weigh the thoughts and judge the 
actions of men. 

What miserable insignificant creature ia be 
who delights in the shortcomings of hia friend 
and the downfall of his neighbor! Tet such 
is the slanderer and backbiter, who prevert- 
ing the truth, robs his acquaintances of their 
character. The midnight robber, who steals 
your gold and jeweljy, is pure in the eyes of 
God in comparison with him, who, under the 
garb of friendship, drags into the dust the 
honor of his friend, and by foul and lying as- 
sertions, robs hie daughter of her fair name. 
Such a man is too degraded, too debased. 
He is the miserable, wretched spawn of Satan, 
that delights in the foul slime of low slander 
and base scandal. A creature of such a cast 
of character is not a man, he is only the scum 
of creation, without a mind, without a soul. 
How oan such a vile reptile ever contemplate 
the grand, pure and holy thoughts the Crea- 
tor has implanted in the breasts of all who 
study the works of the Deity 7 
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I Recollect that trifles make 
that perfection ia no trifle. 


perfection,, and 


